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MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

antennae short and pectinate. The prohoscis is always present,
but in some cases it is not well developed. The moths are
usually nocturnal in habit, and a bright light has a strong
attraction for them.

The distribution of the family is limited ; it is confined to
the New World, most of the species occurring in the tropical
districts. About sixty species have been recorded.

The eggs are rounded, and are deposited singly or in batches
on the food-plant. The larvoe are usually brightly coloured :
they are without hairs, but with a series of stout bristles or
protuberances arranged along the body. They usually feed
on the foliage of trees, and pupate under the surface of the
soil. A cocoon is not formed. Hibernation usually takes place
as a pupa.

The sexes can frequently be distinguished by the antenna*,
which are more strongly pectinate in the male than in the
female.

Ceratocampids are of no economic importance.

(including Epicopeiidcv and Epiblemidw).
Hind-wing with vein 8 diverging from 7 at the base; vein
Ic absent; fore-wing with vein 7 remote from 8 and 9, and
usually stalked with 6 ; vein 5 nearer 6 than 4.
The moths in this family are very diverse in size and
appearance : some are small and dully coloured, while others
are of large size, and possess a brilliant metallic coloration.
In many cases the moths resemble Swallowtail butterflies,
having a similar coloration, and similar processes on the
hind-wings. In the majority of species the wingB are fairly
large, the bodies slender, and the entennae are filiform.
The family is a small one, but is widely distributed in the
warmer regions of the world. There are no British species.
Little is known of the life-history of this family. The
larvae vary very considerably : many being greatly ornamented,
some with long white waxy processes, others with long dark
hairs ; others again resemble noctuid caterpillars, except for
dorsal fleshy processes.